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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Our next meeting:  
January 26, 2014 

At the 

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

************* 

ANNUAL TRASH AND  
TREASURE AUCTION 

(See Page 2 for details) 
 

************* 
Show and Tell  

Will feature items starting with the 

letters J, K, L 

Forty members attended the November meeting of the Ottawa 
Valley Chapter #111.  
 

Keynote Presentation 
Joining us at the meeting was Steven Humphries, Executive 
Director, NAWCC, who arrived after a lengthy drive from 
Pennsylvania.  Steven was invited to speak about the benefits 
of membership in the Association  He used the refreshed 
NAWCC website as a guide to walk us through the resources 
and tools available to members.  He said that approximately 
half the membership use the site, and that there are about two 
million visitors to the message board each year.  He spoke 
about the "For Sale" service and mentioned that they might do 
away with the sellers' fee.  The NAWCC is digitizing lots of 
material to make the site more useful.  For example, they digi-
tized all the Bulletins since 1946 and they have more than 100 
videos on line (although the DVD equivalents that are also 
available have a higher resolution).   
 

Steven closed his presentation by answering questions about 
a variety of topics including the challenges in keeping the 
NAWCC membership involved and the numbers up.  He also 
spoke to his initiatives to keep the Association financially vi-
able in the face of decreasing membership. 
 

Chapter President, Daniel Bourgoyne, thanked Steven for join-
ing us and presented him with a copy of Gary Fox’s book 
about the Canadian Horological Institute.  

Steven Humphries, Executive Director, NAWCC explains the benefits of 
membership in the Association 

President Daniel Bourgoyne thanks Steven 
Humphries for his presentation 
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PAT MCGRATH 

Sadly, founding member Patricia McGrath 
passed away just before Christmas. Pat 
was an enthusiastic Chapter supporter, 
dedicated volunteer (with homemade 
cookies!) and an eclectic collector. Often 
manning our public displays, she was al-
ways at the ready, with an elaborate story 
embellished with her distinct hand ges-
tures and punctuated by VERY bad puns. 
Patty was Punny, but more, she was a 
kind, generous soul, an animal lover (cat 
herder), and a true Mensch. In our early 

Chapter years Pat served as our face to the public. In her later years as 
her health and mobility declined, she became a vocal and effective advo-
cate for the disabled through her Federal Public Service union work. 

 
For those of us lucky to have attended her funeral, it was pure Pat; 
thoughtful, thought provoking and joyous, with great food for all, includ-
ing those on special diets. She will be missed.                 Michael Mazur 

NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Show and Tell 
 

For Show and Tell, Paul Williams and Kevin West each showed a clock movement in hopes that someone 
could identify the maker.   
 

Paul's clock was made in the late 1930's by a 
man who was the Chief Stationary Engineer 
for the Hotel Saskatchewan in Regina.  The 
man's son told Paul that it had a pendulum 
about 4 and a half feet long.  He was insistent 
that the pendulum was suspended on knife 
edges.  The clock was electric powered with 
some sort of mechanism to impulse the pen-
dulum.   All parts not shown in the pictures 
were lost in a fire.  Paul would like to make the 
missing parts and get it functioning again.  As the maker was not a clock maker or repairer, Paul assumes 
that the mechanism was based on a commercial clock available in that era.  If anyone knows of a clock that is 
similar to this, you can reach Paul at 613-829-7563 or paulw069@rogers.com. 
 

Kevin’s clock appears to be  
factory made and features 
interesting shaped pillars.  
(See the photos). If you can 
identify the maker, would you 
please contact Kevin directly 
at………... 
kevinwestclocks@gmail.com  
 

ANNUAL  
TRASH & TREASURE  

AUCTION!!! 
 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!! 
Bring those unwanted  

horological items gathering 
dust in your closets and the 

basement.   
 

It’s time to give them a home 
where they are needed or 

maybe just wanted. 
 

Remember... 
There are no Buyers’ or  

Sellers’ premiums!!! 

JANUARY MEETING 

file:///C:/Users/Gary/Documents/NAWCC/Bytown%20Times/2014/2014-01%20January/Issue/Stories/Paul/paulw069@rogers.com
mailto:kevinwestclocks@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Don  Purchase  presented  the dial and 
movement from a  J B & R Twiss (Montreal) 
tall case clock. The dial will be used as a 
model by the Special Interest Group that is 
creating a Twiss clock from the remains of a 
number partial Twiss clocks.  Hopefully we 
can find a dial painter to copy the dial for the 
group. 
 

JP Tourigny showed an interesting automatic wristwatch with the 
name     Bergana on the dial.  Curiously, the dial had the image of a 
cross between the tines of antlers.  The original metal strap was or-
nately designed with grape leaves and bunches of the fruit on the sec-
tions of the band closest to the dial.   There are no marks on the dial 
indicating the country of origin, so it would be interesting to have a look 
at the movement.  There is no reference to Bergana in the late Kath-
leen Prichard’s two volume tome “Swiss Timepiece Makers”.   
 

Allan Symons showed five clocks from the Walter Clock Company and gave a brief history of the company.  
Allan has provided an article summarizing his presentation which can be found on page 4 in this issue. 

NOVEMBER MEETING PHOTOS 

Don Purchase’s tribute to  
Dr Who 
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THE WALTER CLOCK COMPANY 

“Walter Stonkus came from Lithuania to Toronto in 1927 as a trained watchmaker.  He saved some money 
while working in his profession, but his passion was woodworking.  In his large garage workshop Walter set 
up a modest manufacturing business to make clock cases for custom grandfather and mantel clocks.  By the 
mid 1930s the production had been moved to a larger commercial building on Winona Drive.  German and 
British movements were put in his cases.  The unusual removable round door on the back of most models 
was Walter’s own creation, according to his son William (Bill).    
 

Walter also made wood cases for wall clocks being sold by Ingraham Canada in Toronto, and other compa-
nies.  In the 1940s and 1950s he was listed in the Toronto directories as a jeweller, case maker, and clock-
maker.  His clocks were marketed to major retailers that included Eaton’s, Simpsons, and Birks plus jewellers 
across Canada.  Goldsmith of Canada was the national distributor. 
 

During WWII his factory produced various stainless steel and wood parts for the war effort.  After the end of 
the war, a new production facility was built on Willowdale Avenue in the late 1940s to continue making wood 
cases for his own designs of mantel clocks.  Urgos movements were installed, and the business flourished for 
many years until the general decline in customer interest in “mantel” clocks. 
 

At least six Walter Clocks mantel models are known, each with an 8-day, spring-driven pendulum move-
ment.  Both time & strike and Westminster chimes movements were used.  Many of them were installed by 
Bill in his father’s cases.  Some of Walter’s mantel cases have sloping ends rather than the more typical, for 
that period, vertical or rounded ends.  They can all be classified as “humpbacks”, although one can consider 
some of them as humpback/tambour “hybrids”. 
 

The five clocks in The Canadian Clock Museum collection all have the same pendulum bob and printed com-
pany paper label glued inside the back door.  This label includes the INSTRUCTIONS for operating the clock, 
a line for the CLOCK STYLE NO. to be typed in (for example 1a, 103, or 400), and the company name – 
“WALTER CLOCKS.”   At the bottom of the label is Toronto - - Canada and then Printed in Canada. 
Four of the five dials are unmarked and have skeleton metal chapter rings.  The fifth dial, on the true hump-
back model, has the script word Walter on the wood above the 6, surrounded by a solid metal chapter 
ring.  Bill has advised that this is likely one of the pre-war clocks.”                                        
                        Allan Symons 

Walter Clocks from the Canadian Clock Museum.   
Top Row From the Left:   Model 1A with Chimes, Model 1A, Model 400 

Bottom Row From the Left:  Model 103, Unmarked Model, a typical label from the inside of the case door. 
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WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

THE MOST STABLE CLOCK ON EARTH? 

You should be able to tell how much your regulator or grandfather 
clock is gaining or losing per month. Simply, compare its seconds 
hand (if it has one!) with a more accurate time reference, like the 1 
PM broadcast on CBC Radio of the National Research Council’s 
atomic clock time signal.  Incidentally, on Radio-Canada, this time 
signal is broadcast at noon.  Simple, no?   
 

Accuracy can be defined also as stability, and having a stable 
clock is very important for physicists.  Imagine then that in funda-
mental research, being able to tell the time with more stability 
could lead to important advances in understanding the law of 
physics of the universe. Andrew Ludlow, a scientist from the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology and his team, built a 
clock with ytterbium atoms, 10 times more stable than their own 
older ytterbium atomic clock in constant development since 2003.  
The most recent ytterbium clock ticks are stable to within less than two parts in 1 quintillion (1 followed by 18 
zeros), roughly 10 times better than the previous best published results for other atomic clocks. 
 

In their research, the team has improved the stability of their clock by developing of an ultra-low-noise laser 
used to excite the atoms, and the discovery of a method to cancel disruptive effects caused by collisions be-
tween atoms.  If all this sounds awfully complicated, well, you are not alone.  I find this fascinating even 
though I cannot really understand the physics behind it.  Nor does it matter in my day-to-day life, as I am al-
ways late to meetings, even with a quartz watch on my wrist!  You might want to read a more complete expla-
nation online at http://www.nist.gov/pml/div688/clock-082213.cfm                                          Daniel Burgoyne 

Ytterbium Atomic Clock 
Any interest in setting up a SIG to build one?? 

November was a busy month for Chapter 111.  Brian and Judy MacDonald hosted our annual Wine and 
Cheese party on Saturday November 23.  Brian's fabulous collection was complemented by Judy’s beautiful 
and tasty spread of wines, cheeses and canapés.  With glass of wine in hand, we were lead by Brian through 
his collection of clocks and watches—many from the Birks jewellery store.  Grandfather clocks, wall regula-
tors, mantle clocks, carriage clocks and ships clocks.  There were plenty of pocket watches too.  At least one 
of the older clocks featured a Savage movement.  Steven Humphries, Executive Director, NAWCC, felt right 
at home at the party and spent most of his time chatting with club members.  Our sincere thanks to Brian, 
Judy and the family for hosting such a fun and entertaining event.                                             Cont’d Page 6 

http://www.nist.gov/pml/div688/clock-082213.cfm


 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

As we begin a new year, I stop for a moment to look 
back at the last year and reflect on what we want to 
achieve in 2014. What have we learned in 2013? What 
shall we do in 2014? What is our legacy for the future? 
I am certain that we each have different answers to 
these questions and am often thinking what are the 
"correct" answers for our Chapter. Does the Chapter's 
mix of presentations, activities and training meet your 
needs and aspirations? I would like to hear your 
thoughts. 
 

The January meeting is our annual auction so please 
bring items for sale and your cash for purchases. 
 

In closing, I wish you and your close ones the best for 
2014.   Tourlou!     
     Daniel Burgoyne 

A new year begins and with it, the hopes that this 
will be a fabulous year for collecting that extra spe-
cial clock, watch or tool.  Maybe it will be a year to 
get on one of Dan Hudon’s repair courses.  Perhaps 
it will be the year to head off to an NAWCC Regional 
meeting.  Toronto will come up in May and Syracuse 
in August.  Maybe it will be the year to give a pres-
entation at a chapter meeting or write an article for 
this newsletter.  Let’s plan on a new beginning! 

 
Once again, my thanks to all the contributors to this 
issue of the newsletter, including Michael Mazur, 
Erin Fox, Paul Williams, Allan Symons, and Daniel 
Burgoyne.  Without your input, this would be a dull 
tome.   

Gary Fox 
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WINE AND CHEESE PARTY (CONT’D) 

 


